Friends of Central Park – http://www.friendsofcentralpark.org.uk
DRAFT Minutes of Meeting held on 8 December 2009 at the Hyde Park Pub
Present: Pat Robinson (Chair), Christine Fice, Christine Bowhay, Colette Crielesi, Mike Smith, 
Jennifer Sanders, Martin Blacher, Dave Allen, Sheila Evans, Wendy Miller, Colin Trier, David Santillo, Jenny Hayward,  Jamie Woolley
Apologies: Barbara and Don Allen, Bill Adams, Nick Demeranville, Millie Demeranville
1. Previous Minutes (11 November 2009)
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a correct record.

2. Matters Arising

a. Parks Forum 
The next meeting is due to take place on 14 January 2010. Pat R and Wendy M will go along to at least the first part of this, and Colette will be there, representing Houndiscombe Park.  They will enquire about the possibilities of funding for wildlife habitats, fruit and nut trees, further outdoor facilities, and events and activities in Central Park.
3. Financial and Treasurer’s Report
Christine F reported that the bank account stood at £330.00 with one outstanding amount of £50.71 for the Christmas buffet.
4. Life Centre / Developmental Progress of CP AAP

It was noted that 

· City Bus had now been sold and that £180k had been allocated for a new skateboard park. 
· The Herald had reported that work on the Life Centre would start in March. This would probably mean that it would be completed too late to be included as a 2012 Olympics training facility.

· Pounds House was to be the HQ for adult education and lifelong learning in Plymouth.

· Development guidelines can be downloaded from the Council website.

· Council Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of each month and report-back would be welcomed from any Friends who went to these.

· The Argyle World Cup bid involved building another level on top of the current stadium.

Action: All to explore any current developments in the Park to report to the next meeting

5. Maintaining public awareness / EU petition

Colette reported on developments on the Urban Greenspace Campaign – www.urbangreenspacecampaign.org : 

· Sponsorship had been pledged from Safewear on sales of fleece jackets - £2 from each would be donated to SPUGS (Society for the Protection of Urban Green Space). See overleaf.
· Support for the campaign had been received in an email from the University, in terms of access to facilities, skills and expertise, including: help with the website, free use of the Roland Levinsky Building and the Centre for Sustainable Futures for events, and help in contacting universities throughout Europe. There would be a meeting in January with researchers to help collect evidence.

· Collecting the research evidence would be a major issue.  The University will help with letters of support to people (needed for at least 9 countries).
· Getting 2,000 people out for a day collecting signatures in 9 countries could achieve the one million. A ‘collection day’ is envisaged for late Spring. A ‘pre-collection-day’ event will be held before May, to include a range of talks, music, and activities, and aiming for good coverage in the press.

· Using the internet will be a big help to the campaign. So far: 
· Website: set up but still needs amendments before publicising it – CSF will help 
with this.

· Facebook: Sarah (Colette’s daughter) to set this up when the website is OK.

· Twitter: friend of Colette has got this going from Brussels

· My Space and Care2: help has been offered with this.

· Blogs: Colette has starting blogging on Best of Plymouth, set up by Mike S.
· It was noted that the need for the campaign is widespread; the only three parks in Athens have been sold for development in the last year, and the Menois park in Paris has just been sold to a hypermarche.
6. Any Other Business

· Colette is organising a fundraising meal for SPUGS on 2nd January at 7pm, no charge but donations.
· Bill Adams is giving a talk on wildlife in Central Park at the Plymouth Civic Society AGM 
– as below.
· A vote of thanks was given to Pat for having supplied the buffet despite short notice from the Pub that afternoon that they were unable to provide the meal as booked.
7. Date of Next Meeting

The next FCP meeting will be on Tuesday 12 January upstairs at the Hyde Park. 
(Following meetings: Tuesdays 9 February, 9 March)


All Welcome





A very interesting presentation of wildlife filmed in Plymouth's Central Park and Plymbridge Woods (including deer, birds of many species, insects, mice and butterflies)





Thursday 14th January 2009 at 8.00pm


Hyde Park Social Club, St. Gabriels Avenue off Hyde Park Road, Peverell.








Drinks at bar, no entrance fee but donations gratefully accepted.


Organised by The Plymouth Civic Society.


The Plymouth Civic Society will be having their AGM at 7.20pm, before the film presentation, all are welcome to attend this as well.  








www.urbangreenspacecampaign.org


Fleece Jackets


£20





Dark green, winter-weight, zip-fronted, embroidered back and front with the campaign logo including our robin.





Please order directly from:


Safewear SW, Unit 13, Faraday Mill Business Park, Prince Rock, Plymouth PL4 0ST


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:safewearsw@btconnect.com" �safewearsw@btconnect.com�      Tel: 01752 408694





Safewear will donate £2 from the sale of each fleece to the Urban Green Space Campaign funds. Please allow at least 10 days for delivery as each jacket is made to order in the required size.














