Friends of Central Park

http://www.friendsofcentralpark.org.uk
Minutes of the Meeting

10th August 2010
Present:, Pat R, Christine F, Christine B, Colin T, Wendy M, Nick D, Millie D, Sheila E, Dave A, Jennifer, Colette C (11).
Apologies:  Bill A, Mike S, Barbara A, Don A, David S, Lorna M, Fred S, Roy M, Martin B (9).
Welcome.

Pat opened the meeting by welcoming those present and receiving given apologies.  
1. Previous Minutes (13/7/10)
Pat read though the previous Minutes (July) and they were approved as an accurate reflection of that Meeting.  It was understood that these minutes had been circulated to Members and have now been posted on FCP website (see above for address).  .

2. Matters Arising.

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 
3. Financial & Treasurers’ Report

Christine stated that, from contributions at the previous months’ meeting of £15, the FCP bank balance stands at some £405. 
Wendy undertook to confirm the annual fee for the FCP website domain name cost to allow FCP to re-imburse her as this was agreed at this meeting.    

The cost of the refreshments arising out of the Love Parks Week, as agreed, was met.  Nick passed the £20 receipt to Christine F and a cheque was drafted to re-imburse Pat R who has met this expense out of her own monies.  Nick outlined the annual Public Liabilities Insurance that FCP hold though the BTVC to enable future activities in the Park.
4. Committee Meeting

There was not a Committee Meeting since the last meeting. 
5. Life Centre/developmental progress of CP AAP/news & views
This item is a ‘standing item’ given the current situation at play with the City Council and main ‘developers’/interested parties.  As such, various members contributed to what they could glen from various sources:
Planning Forum Meetings

· There was a further discussion of the two Planning Meetings (chaired by Richard Bara) on the 11th June and 9th July held at the Hope Baptist Church.  It was noted that these meetings were seen as ‘preliminary’ as there will be a formal series of ‘Consultation’ meetings in the autumn prior to a final draft of a Development Plan for CP.  

· In regard to the Planning Meetings a number of disappointments on a number of points arising from the meetings were discussed and noted:

a. Richard Bara had inserted a 46 bay car park on the ‘southern sloops’,

b. 3 story block of flats (deemed a ‘lodge’ in the AAP),

c. a gazebo instead of a open air theatre,

d. the dismissal of the suggestion of a ‘night sky’ viewing hill,

e. tennis courts next on the Zoo field (next to Argyle),

f. and grand entrance on Alma road (that coincides with a Home Park development!).

· The 330 car park next to the LC was also discussed (part of a ‘transport interchange’ as in the AAP) but many expressed the view that they had taken this phrase to mean a ‘bus stop’.  The result was unsettling and gave the impression that Richard Bara acts on behalf of people & interests not at the meetings but who are undeterred that their wishes will be met. 

· Pat noted her visit to Balfour Bettie’s LC ‘PR managed’ design meeting where they, amongst other things, mentioned the installation of ‘biomass’ heating system (a 1 mega watt power station).  This led to a series of questions about the ‘biomass’ generator’s size and how it would supplied with fuel.  Pat referred to a statement of some 7½ tons of ‘biomass’ brought in by lorry’s visiting the LC once p/w.  As these matters were technical in nature, Pat said she would seek someone with engineering knowledge ‘ask the right questions’ and the impact on the local community.
· Nick & Bill outlined their investigation into the alleged ‘tip site’ that culminated in a site visit on the 27th July.  This led to discussion where it was agreed that Nick should write to Dr Mahony and Richard Bara seeking explanations.  

6. Home Park Development 

Pat has written to the PR outfit (Rose Project Services) that has been commissioned to outlay the HP development plans by the current owners of HP (Todd, Kagami and Synad) to accept the invitation to attend a meeting, at HP, on 12/8/10.
7. Love Parks Week – Lorna’s Guided Walk & Tour 
Lorna conducted her guided walk & tour of CP on the 28th July.  It was a great success and Lorna had obviously done her ‘homework’ highlighting points of interest from the Park’s history that runs simultaneously with the cultural development of Plymouth.  It was reasonably attended (including Dr Mahony and Andrew Young of Plymouth Tree Partnerships) with all agreeing that similar guided walks by Lorna would be a great prospect.  It was agreed to ask Lorna if she could re-schedule another guided walk in the autumn.
8. Society for the Preservation of Urban Green Spaces (SPUGS)

Colette reported that, from September, the University were to appoint a Post Graduate Research Assistant to look into the legal matters required to get the EU to safeguard urban green spaces.  She noted a number of obstacles she has encountered in attempting to draw attention of MEPs/EU into this matter.  She requested that people write to their MEP.  
9. Close and Date of Next Meeting

Pat drew the meeting to a close by thanking all for their contributions and by announcing the dates of the next FCP meetings (2nd Tuesday of the month).  
The venue remains the Hyde Park Pub for the monthly meetings.  

The date of the next full Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday the 14th September starting at 7:30 p.m.  
October’s meeting will be on the 12/10/10.  
Nick
Secretary
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