Friends of Central Park

http://www.friendsofcentralpark.org.uk
Minutes of the Meeting

11th January 2011
Present:, Pat R, Christine F, Christine B, Nick D, Millie D, Wendy M, Colette C, Dave, Sheila E, Colin (10).
Apologies:  Jennifer, Paul R, Barbara A, Don A, Len S, David S, Lorna M, Fred S, Martin B (9).
Welcome.

Pat opened the meeting by welcoming those present and receiving given apologies.  
1. Previous Minutes (14/12/10)
Pat read though the previous Minutes (December) and they were approved as an accurate reflection of that Meeting.  It was understood that these minutes had been circulated to Members and have now been posted on FCP website (see above for address).  .

2. Matters Arising.

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 
3. Financial & Treasurers’ Report

Christine stated that there was raised, from contributions at the previous months’ meeting, £25.  Christine added that there had been some expenditure - £35.00 (Christmas buffet).  Therefore, the FCP bank balance stands at some £406.80.  
It was agreed to meet the costs of an arranged buffet/refreshments for the next month’s AGM.

4. Committee Meeting

There was not a Committee Meeting since the last meeting. 
5. Central Park/Life Centre/CP Development/news & views (Standing Item)
· CP Development Plan/Masterplan
The matter of the Masterplan being published or, at least, available online was raised.  It was felt unsatisfactory to continue to speculate over various issues without the actual detail.  One specific issue mentioned was the ownership of Jefferson Walk.  

Another point raised was the ‘time frame’ of any developments and associating resources/funds to these developments.  Pat’s formal letter on behalf of FCP was cited as noting both the need to monitor the Masterplan as well as identifying the necessary finances that would underpin any project.  Again, these points remain unclear. 
· Life Centre

Progress continues on the structure with various comments making the point of its massive size and how the building dwarfs the park.  Another discussion centred on activities it will provide and the ones lost.  There was mention of the loss of the ice skating ring at the Pavilions and that the IS Club (that caters for ages 4 to 84) has no venue with a loss of opportunities for all ages.
· Zoo field investigation
Nick gave an update & reported that Amanda Sutherland has now become involved in seeking clarification on the issues that surround the site.  There are two issues: the industrial material (from the renovation of 3 sides of HP) dumped & left and the ongoing fly tipping by Argyle staff.  

Nick reported that there has been considerable correspondence with the Planning Dept. and anticipates even more.  It is hoped that the relevant planning documents will shed light on the Council’s plan (or absence of one) to deal with the industrial matter/spoil heaps.  One very important restraint on the Council in dealing with the issue is the costs in removing the industrial material dumped some 8 to 9 years ago.  In this, there is a feeling of a ‘head in the sand’ mentality so representation from the FCP is not welcomed!  

Not surprising, in addressing the fly tipping issue, it is clear that the Council’s Environmental Health Enforcement Office (i.e. Cary Wilson) have taken the stance to proceed no further.  However, this decision can only work to drive to open up the issue even more.
Action: It was agreed that Nick will chase the Zoo field issues up and that Pat would contact Dr Mahony for a copy of the Masterplan. 
6. Home Park Development 

At the December meeting it was stated that the proposals arising from the HP development plan (12/8/10) had gone, for the moment, into a ‘black hole’.  Indeed, there was a feeling that Argyle appeared to be in ‘meltdown’ with the real risk of insolvency occurring as the Directors seemed to be at odds with each other (there was mention of several ‘companies’ involved in holding major stakes) and large funds arriving from some of them a remote possibility so actual survival is ‘on the table’.  There is £7-9m owned to various others.  

This crisis has, if nothing else, deepened since December’s meeting with outstanding money’s remaining owed to HMRC – there is another Court Hearing in early February.  As a consequence, there was a discussion of the use of the Home Park site if Argyle goes into liquidation along with a host of possible scenarios.  The Council ‘buying HP back’ was seen as highly remote so what might it be used for given the ‘covenants’ on the ground.  What was seen as certain was a ‘hot air’ coming from a variety of quarters that might engender discussions of worrying developments of one sort or another. 
It was agreed that members would remain vigilant to any news or developments brought fourth by the Home Park (Holdings) company so that appropriate discussions and action can be taken. It was also felt important to see if Len Stevens could attend the next meeting with his views.
Action: It was agreed that Nick contact Len Stevens to see if he can attend the next meeting. 

7. Any Other Business
A discussion ensued on next month’s AGM and, specifically, the possible agenda items for the FCP over the next year.  The following possible agenda items for the next year were made:  

· Activities (the need to obtain further insurance over the next year)
· Guided walks

· Achieving the Masterplan (invite Richard Bara/Dr Mahony for a ‘progress report’)

· Continued generation of uses of the park’s amenities (i.e. power praming, etc.) and working with the Parks Dept (Nick Maker) to get them realised

· Increasing FCP membership (contacting park users groups such as dog walkers, etc.)

· Improvements to the park (resolution to the Zoo field site)

· ‘Life after the Life Centre is completed’ (the spoil heaps, new paths, etc. – invite Nick Maker)

· Publication of Lorna’s book on CP

It was agreed to discuss the above points at the next meeting.

Action: It was agreed that Pat would contact Lorna to enquire about a series of planned walks. 

8. Close and Date of Next Meeting

Pat drew the meeting to a close by thanking all for their contributions and by announcing the dates of the next FCP meetings (2nd Tuesday of the month).  
The venue remains the Hyde Park Pub for the monthly meetings.  

The AGM will be at the February meeting.  Accounts will be presented and new officers elected – nominations, please!  Refreshments to be provided.
The date of the AGM is scheduled for Tuesday the 8th February starting at 7:30 p.m.  

March’s meeting will be on the 8th March.  
Nick
Secretary
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