Friends of Central Park

http://www.friendsofcentralpark.org.uk
Minutes of the Meeting

12th October 2010
Present:, Pat R, Colette C, Christine F, Christine B, , Nick D, Millie D, Sheila E, Dave A, Jennifer, Len S (10).
Apologies:  Colin T, Bill A, Mike S, Barbara A, Don A, David S, Lorna M, Fred S, Roy M, Martin B, Wendy M, (11).
Welcome.

Pat opened the meeting by welcoming those present and receiving given apologies.  
1. Previous Minutes (14/9/10)
Pat read though the previous Minutes (September) and they were approved as an accurate reflection of that Meeting.  It was understood that these minutes had been circulated to Members and have now been posted on FCP website (see above for address).  .

2. Matters Arising.

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 
3. Financial & Treasurers’ Report

Christine stated that, from contributions at the previous months’ meeting of £13, the FCP bank balance stands at some £473.  Christine also explained that Nick would need a cheque of £22 to meet the recent printing costs for the leaflets and this expenditure was approved.
4. Committee Meeting

There was not a Committee Meeting since the last meeting. 
5. Life Centre/CP AAP/Planning Forum/news & views
This item is a ‘standing item’ given the current situation at play with the City Council and main ‘developers’/interested parties.  As such, various members contributed to what they could glen from various sources with the Chair leading the discussion.
Planning Forum Meetings

· Richard Bara has now announced a period of ‘consultation’ on the proposed developments in CP.  This period is scheduled from 18th October to the 26th November – some 4 weeks.  Richard will post various ‘consultation details at various sites in Plymouth to gather response (there is likely to be an email). 
Christine had obtained a copy of Richard’s outline proposal that was in the Herald on the 6th October.  It was agreed to go through the proposed changes item by item which was done with Pat leading a discussion on each item.  On the whole, the changes were met with approval and to some extent it appears that the ‘messages’ made their mark in the Forum meetings.  However, there remain some notable key objections and queries:

a. the three story student housing bloc (i.e. the ‘lodge’)
b. the 45 car parking facility at the bottom of the ‘Southern Sloops’,

c. ‘lighting’ up the park,

d. the time frame on clearing the industrial spoil off Zoo field,

e. unwanted/confused/over the top ‘entrance’ on Outland Road,

f. a ‘time frame’ for start & completion of the separate items and overall finish on the project (i.e. how will we be able to measure progress?),

g. the sources of the finances that would underpin the project.
Action: It was agreed to prepare, for the next meeting, a formal response to Richard’s plan on individuals and the FCP.
It was also agreed for Pat to put forward a letter into the Herald on behalf of the FCP summarizing our position. 
Life Centre

Progress continues on the structure for all to see.  However, in the current economic climate, the reality of a ‘white elephant’ looms ever larger for the rate payers of Plymouth.  Meanwhile, the residents of Plympton continue to press for a local pool (the Sherford Valley has been, effectively, deferred for some time).  
Zoo field investigation
Nick reported that, further to his 19th August letter, he has not, as yet, received a response from Richard Bara concerning the industrial and apparent fly tipping at the Zoo field site arising from a site visit on the 27th July.  However, it appears that he has passed the letter along to his colleagues regarding the fly tipping an investigation by the Environmental Health Enforcement Officer has begun with statements being made by Nick, Pat and Bill.  
Action: It was agreed that Nick will chase this issue up with Richard Bara.  
6. Home Park Development 

Pat briefly outlined the proposals arising from the meeting held at Home Park’s Boardroom on the 12/8/10 and the highlights of the proposed HP development plan by the current owners – Home Park (Holdings) with the statement that the development plan would be put before the PCC Planning Dept in October for outline approval.  
· At this time, there has not been an application put into the Planning Dept.

· In a September Herald, it was reported that ‘anonymous activists’ had been leafleting the Park & Ride area with considerable effect in so far as various members of the public had expressed concern over the loss of this facility.  

· Leafleting had also, apparently, taken place across the Milehouse area outlining the issues and the impact local residents could expect to occur if the project came to fruition.  Pat reported that Counsellor Mahoney had been in contact with her to say a number of local residents were, again, alarmed over the HP development plan.  He also disclosed that the Argyle management had been keen to ‘get’ various Counsellors ‘behind closed doors’ for private discussions which he has resisted.
· Colette & Bill organised a Road Survey to determine the impact on traffic flow and this appears to have been quite effective when circulated,

· 2018 World Cup bid likelihood – FIFA due to decide in December on England’s bid but Russia appears main contender

· Problems with the Development bid were discussed (i.e. loss of amenity, traffic, unwanted shops, housing, etc.)

· Len Stevens spoke on matters to do with the Argyle ‘company’ itself and their current managements ‘wheeling & dealing’.  Meanwhile, average gate for games is 7,500.  A letter from Peter Jones was mentioned having been in the Herald.

7. Any Other Business
It was noted that, sadly, Bill Adams will be departing Plymouth for pastures (and bird blinds) new.  It was agreed to mark this loss to local groups and give Bill a good ‘send off’/well wishes by holding a bit of a appreciation at the next meeting.  
SPUGS will also be holding their AGM at 8.30pm on Tuesday November 9th 2010 in Plymouth with venue to be announced later. 
The Friends of Central Park will also hold their AGM in either January or February.

The December meeting will incorporate a Christmas buffet (Nick & Pat to organise) with some costs for food.

8. Close and Date of Next Meeting

Pat drew the meeting to a close by thanking all for their contributions and by announcing the dates of the next FCP meetings (2nd Tuesday of the month).  
The venue remains the Hyde Park Pub for the monthly meetings.  

The date of the next full Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday the 9th November starting at 7:30 p.m.  

December’s meeting will be on the 14th December to include Christmas buffet.  
Nick
Secretary
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