Friends of Central Park

http://www.friendsofcentralpark.org.uk
Minutes of the Meeting

13th July 2010
Present:, Bill A, Wendy M, Chris B, Chris F, Nick D, Millie D, Sheila E, Dave A, Jennifer, Lorna M (10).
Apologies:  Pat R, Colette C, Mike S, Barbara A, Don A, David S, Colin T, Fred S, Roy M, Martin B (10).
Guest Speaker: Nick Maker – PCC Parks Dept. 
Welcome.

Wendy acted as the Chair given that Pat was away.  She opened the meeting by welcoming those present and receiving given apologies.  
Nick Maker

It was agreed to start the meeting by Nick outlining his role, his view of the issues concerning CP and to take questions before moving on to the normal monthly business.
Nick began by stating he has “32 years of experience as a gardener and park keeper” and, today, is “…in charge of the day-to-day management of Central Park.”  In addition and in recent years, he has begun to attend a number of city-wide ‘Friends’ groups.  
In addressing CP, Nick went on to say that he would like an ongoing liaison with FCP group as a way of progressing mutual interests.  He would welcome the FCP’s views on improving the park and it’s maintenance as a ‘high quality’ destination.  The following issues were discussed with Nick: 

a. Recent problem of travellers invading CP (they were served notice to leave yesterday) and ‘perennial’ problem this presents,

b. Current Development Action Plan for CP.  Nick would like to see ‘investment’ in CP and it should be in keeping with the traditions of the park.

c. Plans are to have ‘2 dedicated staff’ working in CP (Pounds House?) in terms of maintenance – it is a large area and needs constant attention given seasonal changes.  

d. Liaison with FCP – there was discussion of possible areas of mutual support in terms of the following areas: 

· ‘opportunities’, 
· future planned events and 
· FCP use of public notice boards in CP. 
Nick stayed sometime in the meeting and his talk emerged with other issues discussed in this monthly meeting, notably the discussion on Richard Bara’s recent ‘Planning Forum’ meetings (11th June and 9th July).  Nick stated he would ‘feed-back’ the views expressed to Richard as they are scheduled to meet soon.  Wendy thanked Nick for his contribution and then moved on to the regular agenda items.
1. Previous Minutes (8/6/10)
Wendy read though the previous Minutes (June) and they were approved as an accurate reflection of that Meeting.  It was understood that these minutes had been circulated to Members and have now been posted on FCP website (see above for address).  .

2. Matters Arising.

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 
3. Financial & Treasurers’ Report

Christine stated that, from contributions at the previous months’ meeting of £15, the FCP bank balance stands at some £390. 
Wendy then clarified that the annual fee for the FCP website domain name will cost some £97 to run to December 2012.  Wendy was asked to confirm this cost and for FCP to reimburse her.  It was also agreed to decline to re-subscribe to the Open Spaces Society at this time.  

In terms of the Love Parks Week (LPW) monies, Nick reported that he had been in contact with Zoe Goss (PCC) regarding the possibility of a £250 grant for this event.  He reported he has been successful in his application and has secured the grant which will be spent on 

a. Membership of the BCTV,

b. Public Liability Insurance (as arranged through BCTV)

c. Love Parks Week event.

Of the £250 grant, the PIL & BCTV cost some £190 leaving some £60 which PCC will send a cheque in due course.  It was agreed to use the £60 on Lorna’s scheduled walk on the 28th July for the provision of refreshments.  Nick reported that he was unsuccessful in securing a venue for Bill’s wildlife film so, after discussion, it was agreed to defer the proposed wildlife film.  
4. Committee Meeting

It was felt important to convene a CM given the Planning Forum meetings (11th June and 9th July) and this was duly held on the 23rd June in Pounds Park.  As it was, the BBC (‘Inside/Out’ programme) requested to film some of the CM and an interview with Pat.  This same team had previously filmed Bill at his allotment for the programme.  After the BBC left, the PF was discussed along with planning for the LPW event e.g. Lorna’s tour, Bill’s film and obtaining the grant.  
5. Life Centre/developmental progress of CP AAP/news & views
This item is a ‘standing item’ given the current situation at play with the City Council and main ‘developers’/interested parties.  As such, various members contributed to what they could glen from various sources:
Planning Forum Meetings

· There were two Planning Meetings (chaired by Richard Bara) on the 11th June and 9th July held at the Hope Baptist Church with a wide range of attendance from various ‘stakeholders’ – a number of FCP members attended.  These meetings focused on the present and future developments’ inside the park.  These meetings were seen as ‘preliminary’ as there will be a formal series of ‘Consultation’ meetings in the autumn prior to a final draft of a Development Plan for CP.  

· The meeting on the 11th June, initially took the form of a ‘brainstorming’ session that was later narrowed down to focus groups making notes on CP maps for Richard to take away.  Richard began by saying that there was money available to make developments in the park over a number of years but, upon questioning, exact amounts and dates were vague.  Richard presented the meeting with a set of CP maps going on to give the meeting a ‘tour of CP’ highlighting each area what he felt the development plans ought to achieve.  Nick circulated the FCP document for this meeting.  Various people made various suggestions and these were noted on the maps and discussed in groups.  Richard led the meeting to believe he would draft these general points into specific proposals for the 2nd meeting.  
· The meeting on the 9th July took a slightly different format with Richard beginning by addressing a series of issues that had been noted at the previous meeting, notably, the ‘entrances and access’ issues.  The issues surrounded the consensual view that access was well provided for and ‘large & ostentatious gateways’ were not wanted/appropriate.  For this meeting, Richard presented a set of different CP maps which had been filled in with some of the previous meeting suggestions but also developments not discussed in the previous meeting.  The impression given was, sadly, somewhat cynical and disrespectful to those present – he had inserted a 45 bay car park on the ‘southern sloops’, a 3 story block of flats (a ‘lodge’ in the AAP), a gazebo (instead of a open air theatre), tennis courts next on the Zoo field (next to Argyle) and grand entrance on Alma road.  Consequently, addressing these issues one-by-one with Richard was time consuming and there was no doubt as to the opinion in the meeting to the issues (e.g. no further car parks, use the Mayflower field for the proposed tennis courts, etc.  The result was unsettling and gave the impression that Richard was acting on people & interests not at the meetings but who are undeterred that their wishes will be met. 
· Richard stated that the 330 car park next to the LC was part of a ‘transport interchange’ (as in the AAP) but many expressed the view that they had taken this phrase to mean a ‘bus stop’.
· Apparently, the rumour that the Cricket pavilion has been demolished is true.  It was not a listed building.  Richard said that the Argyle stockholders who have the lease on the old cricket ground are not allowed to build on the land.  It remains unclear what status this land holds (e.g. is open to the public as a ‘right of way’?). 

Other News
· Nick reported on attending, with Pat and Lorna, the guided ‘Walk in the Park’ by the Park’s Dept (Tim & Emily) on the 13th June.  He felt it was very helpful but, sadly, the attendance was very low.

· Love Parks Week – It was agreed to defer Bills’ wildlife film given that a venue could not be secured.  However, Lorna stated she had prepared for a guided walk and was to meet up with Pat for a ‘dry run’ prior to the 28th July.  It was agreed to use the LPW grant of £60 for refreshments for those attending the walk.  
7. Close and Date of Next Meeting

Wendy drew the meeting to a close by thanking all for their contributions and by announcing the dates of the next FCP meetings (2nd Tuesday of the month).  The venue remains the Hyde Park Pub for the monthly meetings.  

The date of the next full Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday the 10th August starting at 7:30 p.m.  
September’s meeting will be on the 14/09/10.  
Nick
Secretary
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