Friends of Central Park

http://www.friendsofcentralpark.org.uk
Minutes of the Meeting

14th September 2010
Present:, Pat R, Bill A, Christine F, Christine B, Colin T, Nick D, Millie D, Sheila E, Dave A, Jennifer (10).
Apologies:  Colette C, Mike S, Barbara A, Don A, David S, Lorna M, Fred S, Roy M, Martin B, Wendy M, (10).
Welcome.

Pat opened the meeting by welcoming those present and receiving given apologies.  
1. Previous Minutes (10/8/10)
Pat read though the previous Minutes (August) and they were approved as an accurate reflection of that Meeting.  It was understood that these minutes had been circulated to Members and have now been posted on FCP website (see above for address).  .

2. Matters Arising.

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 
3. Financial & Treasurers’ Report

Christine stated that, from contributions at the previous months’ meeting of £25, the FCP bank balance stands at some £480.  Christine also explained that this bank total takes into account the monies left after the Love Parks grant was taken into account following various payments.
4. Committee Meeting

There was not a Committee Meeting since the last meeting. 
5. Life Centre/CP AAP/Planning Forum/news & views
This item is a ‘standing item’ given the current situation at play with the City Council and main ‘developers’/interested parties.  As such, various members contributed to what they could glen from various sources with the Chair leading the discussion.
Planning Forum Meetings

· There has been no date yet received for the CP Planning Forum Meetings (chaired by Richard Bara) that were to follow on from the ‘preliminary’ ones held on the 11th June and 9th July.  A formal series of ‘Consultation’ meetings were said to be scheduled for the autumn prior to a final draft of a Development Plan for CP.  

· The disappointments arising from the summer Planning Meetings were again mentioned:
a. Richard Bara had inserted a 46 bay car park on the ‘southern sloops’ (departing from the AAP),

b. 3 story block of flats (deemed a ‘lodge’ in the AAP),

c. a gazebo instead of a open air theatre,

d. the dismissal of the suggestion of a ‘night sky’ viewing hill,

e. tennis courts next on the Zoo field (instead of on Mayfield site),

f. and grand entrance on Alma road (that coincides with a Home Park development!).

· The 330 car park next to the LC was also discussed (a ‘transport interchange’ in the AAP) with concerns regarding congestion and in contravention of the AAP that cites public transport as the preferred option to CP. 

Life Centre

Pat stated that the proposed  installation of ‘biomass’ heating system for the Life Centre has raised concerns with various Residents Associations writing to Councillors requesting information on its likely impact on their areas.  
Zoo field investigation.  

Nick reported that he has now written to Richard Bara concerning the industrial and apparent fly tipping at the Zoo field site arising from a site visit on the 27th July.  He has not heard a response from Richard.  Pat stated that, on a walk with Lorna M, she saw fly tipping in progress as well.  It was speculated that these reports may result in an investigation by the Environmental Health Enforcement Officer.  It was agreed that Nick will chase this issue up with Richard Bara.  Various expressions of duplicity were expressed regarding the Planning Dept and the HP (H) development plan as to the future of Zoo field.
6. Home Park Development 

Pat reported on the meeting held at Home Park’s Boardroom on the 12/8/10 where several FCP members attended as well as 3 PCC Councillors.  It was chaired by a PR outfit (Rose Project Services) that has been commissioned to ‘drive through’ the HP development plan by the current owners – Home Park (Holdings).  
· It was reported in the Herald that same morning and the meeting’s intent was to, basically, re-iterate the newspaper report.  The ‘hype’ was that the development was to provide a modern 43,000 stadium to meet FIFA World Cup standards, thus, the possibility of some 16 matches being played in Plymouth over a fortnight in July ’18.  However, the meeting did not exactly go according to plan as the Chair began by stating he understood PCC has approved the development but quickly denied having said this when challenged by Dr Mahony.  This ‘side-tracked’ the meeting from a ‘smooth PR’ presentation to one where awkward questions were put.

· The PR Chair stated that will put their development plan before the PCC Planning Dept in October.  It was noted that the decision on the UK World Cup bid will be, later, in December.  The feeling was that it was a ‘bum’s rush’ to hold the Council to ransom.

· The development plan was discussed in detail and, it was felt, has little to do with supporting football but everything to do with acquiring public land, its inappropriate development leading on to private profit.  Meanwhile, the Argyle FC sold it only asset – Home Park - to HP (H) in March ’10 to clear past debts.  Now the FC’s only income is from its ‘gates’ and this has only been in the 7,000 region – the reality is that the FC could go bust but, now, with no asset.
· Pat outlined the complex web of different companies the Land Developers have wrapped around the HP development but, essentially it revolves around the key Directors of HP (Holdings).  Even if the FC goes bust, HP (H) will own HP.
· It was agreed that, if approved, the HP development plan would be a disaster for CP and the local area.  In terms of large parts of CP being ‘given over’ to HP (H) it may be illegal without due valuation.  There would also be other issues such as disposal of open green space and environmental issues.  However, HP (H) is a powerful corporate body with confidence to state openly - ‘it’s a done deal’.  
Consequently, various activities were planned to start an opposition:
a. Pat & Nick were on the BBC Plymouth Breakfast show and will take advantage of any in the future,

b. Colette organised a meeting with Oliver Colville MP to gain his views,

c. Colette organised a meeting with Steve Ricketts (Councillor),

d. Colette & Bill to organise a Road Survey to determine the impact on traffic flow,
e. Various members will design publicity leaflets to alert the public of how this development will impact directly on their lives.

From the discussions on this issue the following actions points were agreed to be acted upon prior the next meeting:
· Write to the DoE re: the HP Development vis-à-vis the AAP (Colin)
· Letter to Ombudsman 

· Design a P & R leaflet (Colette)

· Design ‘neighbourhood’ leaflets i.e. Milehouse, Peverell, etc. (Nick, Pat & Colette)

· Organise a ‘CP Guided Walk’ for Councillors (Pat & Lorna)

· Monitor the Planning Dept website

· Consider holding a Saturday CP day in the City Centre

9. Close and Date of Next Meeting

Pat drew the meeting to a close by thanking all for their contributions and by announcing the dates of the next FCP meetings (2nd Tuesday of the month).  
The venue remains the Hyde Park Pub for the monthly meetings.  

The date of the next full Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday the 12th October starting at 7:30 p.m.  

November’s meeting will be on the 9/11/10.  
Nick
Secretary
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