Friends of Central Park

http://www.friendsofcentralpark.org.uk
Minutes of the Meeting

12th April 2011

Present: Pat R, Christine F, Christine B, Nick D, Millie D, Wendy M, Colette C, Dave, Sheila E, Lorna M, Roy M, Jennifer, Martin B, Colin T, Fred S. (15).

Apologies: Paul R, Barbara A, Don A, Len S, David S, (5).
Guest Speaker: Counsellor John Mahony (C)
Welcome.

Pat opened the meeting by welcoming those present and receiving given apologies.  She went on to welcome our Guest Speaker, Dr John Mahony.  She announced that the format would change to allow Dr Mahony to give a talk and take questions on CP before we went on to the usual monthly meeting.
Dr John Mahony
John began his talk by focusing on the Zoo field issue.  He attended the meeting at the Civic Centre (Planning Dept) with Pat, Nick and Amanda Sutherland on the 30th March.  Last week, he circumnavigated the site with a Surveyor colleague which confirmed the concerns as outlined in Nick’s original letter dated 19th August ’10 to PCC Planning Dept.  He sees a series of priorities - first, his concern for the danger the current ‘degraded’ fencing poses in securing the site.  Second, he has spoken to Counsellor Fry to draw his attention to the whole issue and alert him of the liabilities and cost implications in restoration.  He does not feel the waste was part of the original planning application (2001) for the Home Park re-development but ‘conveniently’ dumped there in the hopes of an early development of the ‘4th side of HP (which never happened).  In terms of costs associated with restoring the site, he estimated removing the waste could run to £.5 million and is likely to fall on the Council – Argyle will reject liability or not have funds.  He expressed annoyance feeling he has been ‘kept in the dark’ by the Planning Dept and has considered a formal complaint.  He agreed that possible ‘toxic waste’ may exist and a survey needs to determine if this is the case prior to removal.  In looking to the future, he led a discussion on possible uses for the site which the FCP have already put forward (e.g. skate park, open air theatre, etc.).
He then moved on to discuss Argyle’s financial woes and planning speculations by some of the ‘property developer’ bidders.  Here, he stated that the August ’10 ‘HP Masterplan’ was ill advised given, amongst other things, the CPAAP.  Today, similar ‘speculations’ would be met similarly - he has spoken to Vivian Pengelly (Leader of the Council) who has reassured him that there would be no disposal of any part of CP – “The Park & Ride is vital and will stay.”  He agreed with the meeting that all would like to see a successful local Argyle FC but this excludes selling off parts of CP to subsidise it – again, he gave reassures on behalf of the Council.
Finally, he spoke of the CP Masterplan (August ’10) and now agreed (March ’11) by Council by saying it required ‘sensitive’ implementation.  He suggested that the FCP be involved in planning the implementation when resources are secured.  He drew our attention to Pat Nicholson (C) and his allocation of money towards the ‘Avenue of trees’ across Pounds Park and this was seen positively by the meeting along with the announcement that PH will serve as the Plymouth Registry Office.  
Pat thanked John for his presence at our meeting and his interest in CP before he departed.  She then went though the Agenda for tonight’s meeting.
1. Previous Minutes (8/03/11)
Pat read though the previous Minutes (March) and they were approved as an accurate reflection of that Meeting.  It was understood that these minutes had been circulated to Members and have now been posted on FCP website (see above for address).  
2. Matters Arising.

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 
3. Financial & Treasurers’ Report

Christine presented her monthly financial report giving detail on income (£18.20 collected at previous meeting) and expenditure (£16.00 to Amanda for admin).  She ended by stating that the current FCP account stand at some £434.00.  She noted we wait Amanda’s petrol expenses (30/3/11).  A discussion ensured around the need for annual insurance with the members feeling this was required despite cost (£200).
4. Committee Meeting

There was not a Committee Meeting since the last meeting. 
5. Central Park/Life Centre/CP Development/news & views (Standing Items)
· CP Development Plan/Masterplan
Pat noted that the CP Masterplan has now been approved by the Council (March).  It is available online and is exactly as Richard Bara’s ‘vision’.  The Herald contacted Pat and she submitted her views which were printed in the local paper (1/4/11).  A discussion mentioned a number of familiar issues i.e. the ‘car park’, use/misuse of statistics, disparity of cost of roads vs. park, etc.
· Life Centre

The reports are that it is ‘on schedule and due for competition in October. 
· Zoo field investigation
See discussion with Dr Mahony.  Follow up meeting scheduled with Planning Dept on Friday June 10th at 12 noon.  Meanwhile, Amanda continues to ‘cross swords’ with PCC Planning Dept.
Action: It was agreed that Nick will continue to co-ordinate the Zoo field issues and distribute progress notes & information. 
6. Home Park & Argyle
At this point, Argyle FC remain in Administration with no firm buyer (and, more importantly, their money) making themselves known though there seems no lack of those ‘fishing’ for land to develop.  The Administrator continues to seek ‘realistic’ new owner (James Brent?).  Present Directors to vote on accepting settlement on 6th May to for avoid liquidation. 
7. FCP Projects for the coming year.
Starting at the January ’11 meeting, it was agreed to keep an agenda for items that the FCP might engage over the next period of time.  This section would also serve as a ‘discussion forum’, progress note and record.    

a. ‘Day of Action’ to remove the rubbish from the ‘fly tip’ at Zoo field.  Given the talk by Dr Mahony and scheduled meeting in June with Planning Dept., it was decided to postpone further action.  (Defer)
b. Guided walk on Summer Solstice (21/6/11).  Lorna has plans in place to conduct another guided walk around the park starting at 6:00 pm.  Roy is handling the publicity by way of posters around the park.  We can also contact local groups (i.e. Old Plymouth Society, Civic Society, etc.) along with Zoe Goss. (Ongoing)
c. Involving local politicians.  Local elections are in May.  Dr John Mahony has been in contact and attended tonight’s meeting – no word from any other party.  (Done)
d. The park’s amenities.  Working with the Parks Dept (Nick Maker) is seen as vital and it was agreed that we would invite him to future meetings on a quarterly/biannual basis.(Ongoing)
e. Increasing awareness of CP.  This has been developed to take advantage of the Love Parks Week (23-31 July) grant of £250.  It has been decided to put forth a Photo and Art competition with nominal cash prizes.  Zoe Goss (Stepping Stones to Nature) and Jody Bishop are seen as a valuable contacts.  Roy has volunteered to chair discussions – ‘working party’ meeting agreed for 21/4/11 at HPP at 4 p.m.  Nick will make application for Grant (Ongoing)
f. Increasing membership of FCP.  Discussion deferred at tonight’s meeting. (This needs follow up).
g. Completion of Lorna’s book on CP.  Lorna stated she continues to progress well.  Colette offered to ‘proof read’ draft.  Paul has offered support and advice on getting it published so it can be distributed/sold to the public.  Old Plymouth Society was mentioned as possibly marketing it.  (Ongoing)
8. Any Other Business
There was a general approval of the shared meal in the Pub prior to tonight’s meeting and that this should be a feature of future meetings – i.e. to meet at 6:30 p.m. prior to meeting.

9. Close and Date of Next Meeting
Pat drew the meeting to a close by thanking all for their contributions and by announcing the dates of the next FCP meetings (2nd Tuesday of the month).  
The venue remains the Hyde Park Pub for the monthly meetings.  

The date of the next monthly meeting is scheduled for Tuesday the 10th May starting at 7:30 p.m.  

June’s meeting will be on the 14th June.  
Nick
Secretary
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