Friends of Central Park

http://www.friendsofcentralpark.org.uk
Minutes of the Meeting

9th August 2011

Present: Pat R, Millie D, Christine F, Christine B, Nick D, Dave A, Sheila E, Lorna M, Roy M, Mike S, (10).

Apologies: Colette C, Ruth M, Jennifer, Paul R, Barbara A, Don A, Len S, David S, Wendy M, Colin T, Martin B (11).
Welcome.

Pat opened the meeting by welcoming those present and receiving given apologies.  She then threw attention to tonight’s agenda.
1. Previous Minutes (12/07/11)
Pat read though the previous Minutes (Jult) and they were approved as an accurate reflection of that Meeting.  It was understood that these minutes had been circulated to Members and have now been posted on FCP website (see above for address).  
2. Matters Arising.

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 
3. Financial & Treasurers’ Report

Christine presented her monthly financial report giving detail on income – some £13.00 was collected at previous meeting and £53.24 from SS2N totalling £66.24.  There was no expenditure.  The current FCP account stands at some £385.00.  She noted, however, there are outstanding expenditures arising from the Photo Competition prizes of £90 to be met (see AOB).
4. Committee Meeting

There was not a Committee Meeting since the last meeting. 
5. Central Park/Life Centre/CP Development/news & views (Standing Items)
· CP Development Plan/Masterplan
The CP Masterplan was accepted by PCC at the March 2011 Council Meeting and is available online.  The Herald has recently reported that Vivian Pengelly has referred to the CPAAP along with the ‘Masterplan’ being firmly in place thus rebuffing any possibly Argyle bidder considering a ‘property deal’ involving CP.  

As far as the Masterplan is concerned, a number of issues remain outstanding such as the car park on the South Slopes (both its inappropriateness and the disparity of cost of roads vs. park developments), Zoo field (see below), café at Barn pond, etc. 
· Life Centre. 

The reports are that it is on schedule and due for competition in October and ‘grand opening’ in February 2012. 
· Zoo field investigation
This was discussed at length at the July meeting.  In terms of arranging for the removal of the industrial waste, a (first) meeting occurred with Planning Dept in March and another (second) one on June 10th with next meeting scheduled for September.  Amanda continues to liaise with PCC Planning Dept. on our behalf.  As regards, the ‘restoration’ of the site, a BIG TREE PLANT application grant can be make but this is contingent on having a plan for the industrial waste to be removed.
Action: Nick will write to Dr Mahony and co-ordinate the Zoo field issues. 
6. Home Park & Argyle
As previously discussed, it was noted over the past 4-5 months that, Argyle FC remain in Administration with no firm buyer and, at present, no finances to pay staff/players.  Lombard Bank holds the mortgage on HP.  The ‘preferred bidder’ to emerge is an offshore group who refuse to identify themselves (or where their money originates) but the present owner of Truro City FC  has been identified as heading this group.  The ‘bidders’ have met with PCC staff and have been told that they may develop HP but not onto CP – Vivian Pengelly has made this clear in recent Herald articles.  Meanwhile, the season started on the 6th August but the FA has not ruled on accepting possible new owners as ‘fit & proper’ so it all remains financially & legally precarious with tight time lines.  
7. FCP Involvements and Projects over 2011.
This item was started at the January ’11 meeting when it was agreed to keep an agenda item for projects that the FCP might engage over the year.  This section would serve as a ‘discussion forum’ as well as noting progress so will be amended over time as changes occur.  Finally, it will serve as a record of activities.
a. ‘Guided walk on Summer Solstice (21/6/11).  Lorna’s second ‘guided walk’ was well attended and a great success.  Roy handling of the publicity by way of posters around the park was also much appreciated.  (Done!)
b. Involving local politicians.  Local elections were in May.  Dr John Mahony attended the April ‘11 monthly meeting – no word from any other party.  There was mention of Pat Nicholson and the new Labour Counsellor attending.  (Ongoing)
c. Zoo Field site. This ‘restoration project’ began in August ’10 involving a two stage process - meeting in March and June with Council officers with more planned.  EH also involved. (Ongoing) 
d. The park’s amenities.  Working with the Parks Dept (Nick Maker) is seen as vital and should be invited to monthly meetings on a quarterly/biannual basis  Nick attended the March and July ’11 meetings.  Andrew Young (PTP) attended the July ’11 meeting. (Ongoing)
e. Annual Insurance (£198) monies obtained from Stepping Stones to Nature (Love Parks Week) grant (£250).  Annual Insurance for FCP to expire on 15/07/12. (Done!)
f. Increasing awareness of CP.  As part of the Love Parks Week (23-31 July) it was decided organise a Photo and Art competition (27,28,29 July) at PH with nominal cash prizes for Adult and Under 18 categories.  Zoe Goss (SS2N) and Jody Bishop, John Mahony, Pat Nicholson and Oliver (PH) were valuable contacts.  Roy & Pat have worked hard to obtain Pounds House venue, set up web site, etc.  A rota for the supervision was arranged by Nick.  This was seen as a ‘great success’ and we learned a lot for next year.  Pat to write a ‘Thank you note to C. Mahony & Nicholson along with Oliver (PH) (Done!)
g. Increasing membership of FCP.  Discussion deferred at tonight’s meeting. (Needs follow up).
h. Completion of Lorna’s book on CP.  Lorna stated she continues to progress well.  Colette offered to ‘proof read’ draft.  Paul has offered support and advice on getting it published so it can be distributed/sold to the public.  Old Plymouth Society was mentioned as possibly marketing it.  (Ongoing)
i. Christmas Calendar – Pat suggested that a calendar be fabricated with 12 photos of CP of a way of raising awareness and funds.  Pat said she would research the costs involved. (Needs follow up).
8. Any Other Business
As noted by Andrew Young - the next Park’s Forum meeting will be held at Devonport Park on Saturday the 8th October.  Andrew chairs this meeting which brings together all the Friends of Parks groups across Plymouth.  Representatives from FCP welcome.  See his website for more details on this and other events at
www.plymouthtrees.org
Winners of Photo Competition

Adults – 1st Simon Gomery - £30


2nd Paul Johnson - £20

Under 18’s – 1st Miss Phoebe Ellis - £20

2nd Amelia Ellis - £10
Achievement Award – Hyde Park School - £10
9. Close and Date of Next Meeting
Pat drew the meeting to a close by thanking all for their contributions and by announcing the dates of the next FCP meetings (2nd Tuesday of the month).  
The venue remains the Hyde Park Pub for the monthly meetings.  

The date of the next monthly meeting is scheduled for Tuesday the 13th September starting at 7:30 p.m.  

October’s meeting will be on the 11th October.  
Nick
Secretary
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