Friends of Central Park

http://www.friendsofcentralpark.org.uk
Minutes of the Meeting

13th Decemeber 2011

Present: Pat R, Christine F, Christine B, Nick D, Lorna M, Roy M, Sheila, Dave (8).

Apologies: Jennifer S, Colette C, Paul R, Barbara A, Don A, Len S, Colin T, Wendy, Fred S, Martin B, Millie D, Mike (12).

Welcome to Meeting and Christmas Meal together.

Pat opened the meeting by welcoming those present.  She then invited those attending members to the arranged food table to begin a shared meal.  Various members had brought various dishes for the Xmas meal and this proved to be a lovely event.

Eventually, members settled down and Pat received given apologies.  She then went though the Agenda for tonight’s meeting.

1. Previous Minutes (8/11/11)

Pat read though the previous Minutes (November) and they were approved as an accurate reflection of that Meeting.  It was understood that these minutes had been circulated to Members and have now been posted on FCP website (see above for address).  

2. Matters Arising.

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

3. Financial & Treasurers’ Report

Christine presented her monthly financial report giving detail on income collected at previous meeting (£23.00) and that the FCP account currently stands at £395.00.  

4. Committee Meeting

There was not a Committee Meeting since the last meeting. 

5. Central Park/Life Centre/Masterplan/Development/news & views 
· CP Development Plan/Masterplan

October 2010 saw the end of the ‘consultation’ period for the Masterplan – it was later ‘adopted’ by vote at the Council in March ‘11.  Since then, there has been no update on any of the points in the Masterplan.  Nick asked if we should request a meeting with Richard Bara for monitoring purposes – this was agreed for action in 2012. 
There was mention that the Vets surgery/Solicitors office have sought to develop the small green space into a Pub/entertainment venue.

· Queen Elizabeth II status 

In recognition of the Queen’s Silver Jubilee, Prince William has organised a new status for 2012 open green spaces around the county in conjunction with Fields in Trust (FIT).  For those successful open green spaces, this status will give some sense of permanency making it difficult to be commercially developed as well as opening various grant funding opportunities.  There will be a ‘Deed of Dedication’ given to participating LA’s. in respect of the land under this new status.  See: http://www.qe2fields.com/
However, to attain this status, there is a two stage process beginning with the owners of the property having to give consent for the land to be nominated.  Secondly, and following nomination, there is an on-line voting system where local people will voice their support for the status – the greater the number of votes supporting the nomination, the greater weight will be given to the nomination, and thus, access to funding grants.  

To complete the first stage of the process, the FCP began in November to promote the aspiration of CP being nominated as one of the parks to go forward under the new QEII status.  As the owners of the CP are PCC, the Council have been approached with this request.  In early December, in a subsequent telephone call to Pat, the Leader of the Council (Vivian Pengelly), has given this undertaking which was later confirmed in writing by Oliver Colwill (MP).  At this time, there are questions as to the extent of the Council’s nomination (i.e. does it cover all of CP or just parts of it?).  Nomination is, as yet, not confirmed on the QEII website.
The second stage (the voting stage), is muted to be in March/April.

· Life Centre

It has been reported that the LC was ‘on schedule’ for competition in October with opening in January.  However, the opening date referred to is now March 2012.  The media highlighting the venue/activities continues unabated.
· Zoo field
In August, the Planning Dept wrote to state that their premise that the storage of the industrial waste is lawful was, in fact, flawed and maybe in breech of planning law (as pointed out by Amanda).  However, concerns existed given the longevity of the storage (almost 10 years) with a need for PCC to commit to a time frame to have the waste removed and acceptance of a plan to rehabilitate the site back to an open green space to enable a ‘Devon Orchard’ to be created on the site.  A meeting has occurred with the Parks Dept and Richard Bara where the DO was seen in positive and ‘do- able’ terms’.  Andrew Young has already voiced his support for this project.  However, PCC have not agreed a removal of the waste.  
Consequently, the meeting with Planning on the 19th Dec will be crucial to determine 1. if recourse to the High Court was necessary and, 2, if the DO project can go forward.  Depending on the outcome of this meeting, Amanda will instruct a Barrister (she has already briefed him) to act on our behalf.  The Environment Agency has also been informed.  For this meeting, the FCP are seeking a clear commitment from the Council to remove the stored waste by way of a dated schedule of works along with a reasonable competition date.
Action: 

1. Meeting at Civic Centre with Planning on 19th December (Amanda, Pat, Nick, Colette).  

2. Pursue QEII status queries.  Begin to plan for publicity for voting.
3. Vet/Solicitor query at Milehouse.  Nick to contact Richard Bara re planning issues.
6. Home Park & Argyle
Argyle was bought by James Brent as part of a complex deal in September.  Mr Brent asked PCC to purchase Home Park and to lease it back to AFC, except for the HP ‘car park’ which Mr Brent may develop (hotel ?).  HP is said to be now only worth £1.6 which the Council will finance on a ‘5 year deal’ with Mr Brent with the hopes that he will be able to pay the outstanding mortgage to the Council.  This deal has gained approval by the FA.  The settling various debts has allowed AFC to continue to play at HP.  Finances remain tight for the club and they may face relegation but, at least, survive.   
There have been no reports that the Council has changed its stated position that any CP land will be given over to any Home Park development scheme.
7. FCP Community Projects

Starting at the January ’11 meeting, it was agreed to keep a record of projects that FCP have undertaken and competed over the year.  In order to assist planning, it was also agreed to monthly review those projects considered and initiated.  

Projects successfully completed in 2011

This heading serves as a record of completed projects over the past year.

a. Guided walk on Summer Solstice (21/6/11).  Lorna confirmed this summer’s walk was completed with good attendance.  Roy produced publicity posters (excellent!) and these were distributed to members.  Pat approached Devon Radio to help publicise. 

b. Involving local politicians.  John Mahony attended June meeting and it was very helpful – the plans are to invite other politicians to future meetings. 

c. The park’s amenities.  Working with the Parks Dept (Nick Maker) is seen as vital and he attended the July meeting – it was agreed that we would invite him to future meetings on a quarterly/biannual basis.

d. FCP Photo & Art competition is part of increasing appreciation of CP.  Roy developed this project under the Love Parks Week (23-31 July) initiative.  
e. Obtained Annual Insurance (Love Parks week monies).

f. Zoo field issue/Community Orchard.  A host of legal issues involving four meetings with Planning at Civic Centre, one planning meeting with Parks Dept at CP Depot, site visit with Andrew Young and another with Environment Agency.

g. QEII status.  Reports of a successful nomination phase of process. 

h. Jubilee Walk – project started with meeting with Parks Dept in early Dec and, late Dec with Andrew Young & Gloria Dixon.
Projects proposed for 2012
It was considered important review the nominated future projects so that input can be planned and tasks completed on a timely basis.

a. Guided Walk on Summer Solstice (June 2012) – Lorna to plan.

b. Guided Walk for local Schools – Zoe Goss may be able to help.  Some FCP members have CRB checks.  Roy to make enquires.

c. Diamond Jubilee event (5th June) – there was a considerable discussion but it is not known what the Council may be planning (will there be a ‘Jubilee Co-ordinator’?).  There were a number of possible suggestions for CP such as to hold the Big Lunch on Coronation walk on 5th June.

d. Jubilee Walk project (in conjunction with the Tree Partnership) planting of new avenue of sweet chestnut trees similar to Coronation Walk.  New signs by College of Art?.

e. Medieval faire – Pat to email Zoe Goss to enquire about PCC support for idea. 

f. The Big Lunch – there was a query if this will happen again next year (discuss at Jan’12 meeting).

g. Local Politicians to meetings – Nick to look into inviting Pat Nicholson (C) & Dr Singh (L).

h. Christmas calendar? It was proposed that we utilise some of the photos from Photo competition fabricate a calendar to sell prior to Christmas to raise both awareness and funds bit it was not economical (re-consider at the March ‘12 meeting)

i. Photo competition for 2012.  Need to ‘start early’ for next year’s event (discuss at Feb ’12 meeting)

j. Camera Obscurer workshop in the park involving local schools (discuss at March ’12 meeting). 

k. CP Master Plan – Need to ‘review progress’ so an invitation to Richard Bara to be made to invite him to a monthly meeting.
l. QEII status.  Reports of successful nomination of process but will need following up with ‘voting’ process and acquiring funding for other projects (i.e. Zoo field).

m. Monitor progress of Zoo field site and plan for Community Orchard 
8. Any Other Business

a. This meetings Christmas meal was seen as a success and brought us together as a group.  

b. The announced Parks Forum meeting in October was cancelled – no new date yet given – need to query.

9. Close and Date of Next Meeting

Pat drew the meeting to a close by thanking all for their contributions and by announcing the dates of the next FCP meetings (2nd Tuesday of the month).  

The venue remains the Hyde Park Pub for the monthly meetings.  

The date of the next monthly meeting is scheduled for Tuesday the 10th January starting at 7:30 p.m.  

February’s meeting will be on the 14th February.  

Nick

Secretary

December 2011
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