Friends of Central Park

http://www.friendsofcentralpark.org.uk
Minutes of the Meeting

14th June 2011

Present: Pat R, Christine F, Christine B, Nick D, Colette C, Dave, Sheila E, Lorna M, Roy M, Jennifer, Paul R (11).

Apologies: Paul R, Barbara A, Don A, Len S, David S, Millie D, Wendy M, Colin T, Fred S, Martin B (10).
Welcome.

Pat opened the meeting by welcoming those present and receiving given apologies.  

Pat thanked John for his presence at our meeting and his interest in CP before he departed.  She then went though the Agenda for tonight’s meeting.

1. Previous Minutes (10/05/11)

Pat read though the previous Minutes (May) and they were approved as an accurate reflection of that Meeting.  It was understood that these minutes had been circulated to Members and have now been posted on FCP website (see above for address).  

2. Matters Arising.

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

3. Financial & Treasurers’ Report

Christine presented her monthly financial report giving detail on income (£6.00 collected at previous meeting) and expenditure (£12.00 to Roy for printing costs).  She ended by stating that the current FCP account stand at some £462.00.  She noted we wait Amanda’s petrol expenses (30/3/11 & 10/6/11).  

Nick is in process of applying for Love Parks week grant (£250) but this will be set against need for annual insurance (£192). 
4. Committee Meeting

There was not a Committee Meeting since the last meeting. 

5. Central Park/Life Centre/CP Development/news & views (Standing Items)
· CP Development Plan/Masterplan
No discussion at this month’s meeting.

· Life Centre

Reports continue to re-iterate it is ‘on schedule’ for competition in October. 
· Zoo field
Nick reported on the follow up meeting with Council officials (the Planning Dept has withdrawn following initial meeting) on the 10th June.  Pat and Colette also attended with Amanda speaking for concerns of FCP.

He outlined the major points:

1. PCC continue to contend that Argyle are responsible for waste matter and its removal.  Also there is the question of Argyle holding an ‘indemnity’. 

2. Argyle have not responded to PCC requests to engage dialogue on the above issue so David Trathan (the Head of Enterprise) will table this in his discussion with Argyle.

3. Amanda advises that PCC’s position of ‘legality’ of situation is flawed and will not stand up in Court if challenged.  

4. EA is now involved & have reported to have stated they want the material removed by end of 2011 – Amanda to liaise.

5. There is currently no ‘plan of works’ to remove material.

6. Council officials and Politicians will schedule a meeting to discuss situation & costs by end July.

7. Current site remains unsecured so unsafe – costs of ‘proper fencing’ put at £6-15K – promise given it would be addressed by September.

8. Estimate of cost of waste removal remains outstanding however advised material could be used elsewhere in City reducing overall costs.

9.  Another ‘review’ meeting planned in September.
Nick also reported that he had received an invitation to apply for a grant under the aegis of THE BIG TREE PLANT.  A discussion ensured with the outcome that it may be useful in terms of the restoration of Zoo field.

Action: Nick to pursue the Big Tree Plant application & its relevance to Zoo field. 

6. Home Park & Argyle
Argyle remains in Administration with many issues remaining outstanding but pressing as new season approaches.  Previous Directors have voted to accept settlement on 6th May to for avoid liquidation. Rumour and speculation, however, fuel fan sceptics as ‘anonymous’ speculators (more property developers?) appear involved in bid process.   

John Mahony has stated that Vivian Pengelly has given assurances that none of CP land will be given over to any Home Park development scheme.

7. FCP Community Projects
Starting at the January ’11 meeting, it was agreed to keep an agenda for items that the FCP might engage over the next period of time.  This section would also serve as a ‘discussion forum’, progress note and record.    

a. Guided walk on Summer Solstice (21/6/11).  Lorna confirmed the plans for this summer’s Guided Walk are in place.  Roy produced publicity posters (excellent!) and these were distributed to members.  Roy incurred £12 in costs and was reimbursed.  Pat will approach Devon Radio to gain a slot to help publicise.  (Plans in place for event on 21/6/11)
b. Involving local politicians.  John Mahony attended previous meeting and very helpful. – no word of interest from any other party.  (Review)

c. The park’s amenities.  Working with the Parks Dept (Nick Maker) is seen as vital and it was agreed that we would invite him to future meetings on a quarterly/biannual basis.(Ongoing)

d. FCP Photo & Art competition is part of increasing appreciation of CP.  Roy has developed this project under the Love Parks Week (23-31 July) initiative.  He outlined his actions and outstanding tasks which were discussed.  

· Love Parks Week grant will help finance.

· Roy has met with Manager (Oliver) at Pounds House and has floor plans.

· PH rooms are available for 27th, 28th and 29th July (10:00 to 16;00)

· Roy has done an outline sketch for Advert for event.

· Zoe Goss and Jody Bishop can help with presentation.

· Need for detailed Event Plan.

· All details to be finalised by 9th July.

Action: 
· Nick to complete Insurance forms and Love Parks week grant application. 

· Volunteers required for ‘opening times’ at PH

· Pat & Roy to draft Event Plan (i.e. process, judging, awards, etc.)

· Paul to facilitate FCP website address to receive competition photos 

e. Lorna’s book on CP.  Lorna reported on her progress with end in sight!  (Ongoing)
8. Any Other Business
Pub Manger was away so there was no meal this month – hopefully, he will be back for next months’ meeting – meet at 6:30 p.m. prior to meeting to find out!

9. Close and Date of Next Meeting

Pat drew the meeting to a close by thanking all for their contributions and by announcing the dates of the next FCP meetings (2nd Tuesday of the month).  

The venue remains the Hyde Park Pub for the monthly meetings.  

The date of the next monthly meeting is scheduled for Tuesday the 12th July starting at 7:30 p.m.  

Augusts’ meeting will be on the 9th August.  

Nick

Secretary

June  2011
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