Friends of Central Park

http://www.friendsofcentralpark.org.uk
Minutes of the Meeting     8th November  2011
Present: Pat R, Christine F, Christine B, Colette C, Dave A, Sheila E, Lorna M, Roy M, Jennifer S, Mike S, Colin T, Wendy M, Mr Lang (guest) 13.

Apologies:  Nick D, Millie D,
Welcome:  Pat opened the meeting by welcoming those present and receiving given apologies.  She welcomed a visitor, Mr Lang to this meeting and suggested  we follow the usual format, starting with Minutes of previous meeting. 
1. Previous Minutes (11/08/11)
Previous Minutes (October) were approved as an accurate reflection of that Meeting.  It was understood that these minutes had been circulated to Members and have now been posted on FCP website (see above for address).  
2. Matters Arising.

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 
3. Financial & Treasurers’ Report

Christine presented her monthly financial report giving detail on income (£12.00 collected at previous meeting) and stating that the current FCP account balance is  £372.  There will probably be some expenses due to Amanda who attended another meeting on our behalf.   
4. Committee Meeting  
Was held on October 27th to discuss the topic of  QE II Fields. 
Several committee members had looked at PCC Website, to find out PCC’s  intentions about designating Central Park  (referred to as ‘CP’ in these Minutes)  as one of these areas.  As a result of  the  many queries sent to PCC, it has now elected to do so.   Pat R read out a letter from the Committee sent to setting out our reasons for nominating CP.   On November 2nd Vivian Pengelly  telephoned Pat recognising the importance of CP in the Area Action Plan & Plymouth City Master Plan.  re sporting and green spaces, excluding anything in the AAP. This would protect the rest of the Park. NB a Review is due in 2012/2013   

5. re  QEII  Fields:   Despite some uncertainty over exactly what will be designated, the above was  seen as a good start.  If PCC is contemplating nomiating more than one area in Plymouth, we need to ensure CP is voted for.  
Keith Rossiter of the  Herald  contacted Pat R saying voting will continue until April 2012 
Roy M read out a cutting from Daily Telegraph  on protecting Sports grounds; over 2000 to receive permanent protection in 2012.  ‘Fields in Trust’ offers advice to campaigners.  
Action: It was suggested that Pat R send a copy of her letter, Vivian Pengelly’s reply and  possibly also a  briefing  on CP, to the ‘Challenge’ website.  

As CP is to be designated, applicants may apply for funding (this will divided amongst 300 , not  all the 2012 possible applicants)   FOCP cannot nominate CP,  it must come from PCC as the landowners.  PCC needs to nominate CP quickly and needs a quick voting response. 
SEFTA could apply for funding £25k for work re clearing Zoo Field site. 
Still several unknowns eg  the situation at Plymouth Argyle, but see below. 
Richard Bara had given Pat details of sporting organisations
6. Life Centre/CP Development/news & views (Standing Items)
· Life Centre. 

The public is becoming aware of its size.  Trees to be planted in front of it – what species? . 
7. Zoo field investigation

Nick and others met with Chris Watson from the Legal dept. + others from PCC.  Waste cannot be moved without a Contaminated Lland Survey.   Amanda Sutherland has given PCC until  19th December to  remove the waste.  If this does not happen, a barrister to be briefed to  serve a Notice on PCC hopefully before Christmas, as  after 10 years, (coming up soon) the waste  will be regarded as legal.   What about the legal costs?
Action:   Colette C  proposed:   that in the event of no sufficient response from PCC by  

   Colin T seconded:       December 10th  FOCP Group instruct a Barrister.
              Unanimously agreed by those present.     
To avoid this happening, PCC must provide a Schedule of Work.  This matter was first raised in 2010 in the presence of Richard Bara.
Concern expressed that the stands might contain clinker from the coke works, contaminated with heavy metals, etc.  

6. Home Park & Argyle
Argyle has been bought by Mr Brent.  We are unsure what this includes.   The stadium is covenanted, the play pitches are leased. 
7. Community Projects for the coming year.
a. Another  ‘Guided walk ‘  - date to be confirmed. 
b. Another Photo Comp with longer notice -  date to be confirmed 
c. A young lady has expressed interest in holding an event celebrating Buffalo Bill, who appeared on Exhibition Field.  Will there be tents?  She hopes to attend next FOCP meeting to tell us more.  

d. Possible Jubilee event  eg ‘Picnic in the Park’ 

e. Our Insurance should cover  these events. 
f. Name the tree avenue ‘Jubilee walk’  Council officers seem to approve. 
g. Completion of Lorna’s book on CP. Paul R is preparing it for publication. 
8. Any Other Business

Andrew Young from Tree Association has an annual planting  day on November 26th  9am -1pm  at the ‘family Tree’ site Volunteers needed to help. .  
9. Close and Date of Next Meeting
Pat drew the meeting to a close by thanking all for their contributions and by announcing the dates of the next FCP meetings (2nd Tuesday of the month).  
The venue remains the Hyde Park Pub for the monthly meetings.  

Date of the next monthly meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 13th December  starting at 7:30 p.m.   As this is the last meeting before  Christmas, it was agreed that everyone bring a dish of food to share. 
Notes taken by Sheila Evans in absence of our Secretary Nick D 
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